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United States itself may also face a greater 
threat from ballistic missiles. 

The primary limit to our ability to develop 
the technology necessary for ballistic missile 
defense is our commitment to do so. The 
pace of our research has been limited not 
by technological difficulties but by Con-
gress’ unwillingness to fund SDI ade-
quately. I have listened to the concerns of 
congressional leaders and taken into ac-
count the changing strategic environment. 

As a result, I have refocused SDI’s priorities 
to provide protection against limited bal-
listic missile strikes. Now it is up to Con-
gress to respond by supporting my request 
for SDI funding. 

Ballistic missile defenses threaten no one. 
Not only can they help preserve the peace 
but, as we have seen, they can save lives. 
Our troops and allies in the Middle East 
have already benefited from them. America 
deserves no less. 

Appointment of Ed A. Hewett as Special Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs and Senior Director for Soviet Affairs 
March 22, 1991 

The President announced today the ap-
pointment of Dr. Ed A. Hewett as a Special 
Assistant to the President for National Secu-
rity Affairs and Senior Director for Soviet 
Affairs. 

Dr. Hewett has been a senior fellow in 
the foreign policy studies program at the 
Brookings Institution since 1981. From 
1971 to 1981 he was associate professor 
of economics at the University of Texas at 
Austin. He has served as visiting professor 
at the University of Pennsylvania and Co-
lumbia University and has been a visiting 
scholar at Harvard’s Russian Research Cen-
ter and the Institute for World Economy 
in Budapest. A founder and editor of the 
journal Soviet Economy, Dr. Hewett served 
as chairman of the National Council for 

Soviet and East European Research and 
president of the Association for Compara-
tive Economic Studies. He is a member 
of the Council on Foreign Relations, the 
American Economics Association, and the 
American Association for the Advancement 
of Slavic Studies. Dr. Hewett is the author 
of many books and articles on Soviet affairs. 
His most recent books are ‘‘Reforming the 
Soviet Economy: Equality vs. Efficiency’’ 
(1988) and ‘‘Open for Business: The Soviet 
Union and the Global Economy’’ (in press). 

Dr. Hewett graduated from Colorado 
State University (B.S. and M.S., 1964 and 
1966) and from the University of Michigan 
(Ph.D. in economics with a certificate in 
Soviet studies, 1971). He speaks Russian 
and Hungarian. 

The President’s News Conference With President Turgut O
¨

zal of 
Turkey 
March 23, 1991 

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome 
to the White House. 

Let me just say that we’ve had a very 
pleasant, informal visit at Camp David, in 
perhaps the worst weather I’ve seen up 
there. But in spite of the weather, President 
O
¨

zal and I have had a chance to go over 
many issues, bilateral issues, and of course, 

we talked about the Gulf area. I had an 
opportunity to thank him eyeball-to-eyeball 
for the best communications I believe any 
two countries could possibly have had, for 
his advice, and for his steadfast adherence 
to principle from day one. The Turkish 
Government never wavered one inch. And 
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